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Helping remove barriers for 
modular construction projects
Modular construction uses factory-built modules that are transported to the 
construction site and assembled into low, mid or high-rise buildings. This  
method can speed up construction, reduce disruptions and waste, and improve 
safety while promoting environmentally responsible building practices.
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Lower probability of 
safety incidents in 

the controlled factory 
environment.

STREAMLINED 
APPROVALS

Standards can set clear 
requirements for modular 
projects and help facilitate 

faster approvals. 

RELIABLE 
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Certified building 
modules demonstrate 

conformance with 
standards and 
building codes.

CROSS-BORDER 
WORK

Standard requirements 
help manufacturers 

and constructors work 
consistently across 

different jurisdictions.

LESS WASTE AND 
SITE DISRUPTIONS
Modular construction 

can reduce waste 
generation, on-site 

work, noise, and traffic.



CSA standards for modular construction can support:

HELPING REMOVE BARRIERS FOR MODULAR CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS

Better 
understanding  
of the method
CSA Z250:21 describes 
the main differences 
between traditional 
and modular 
construction, focusing 
on the processes and 
procedures before and 
after the in-factory 
portion of construction.

Streamlined  
approval process
CSA Z250:21 maps 
the approval process 
throughout the whole 
modular project to establish 
a clear understanding of 
compliance requirements 
for factory-constructed 
buildings (e.g., continuity of 
assemblies and systems).

Faster project 
completion
CSA Z250:21 
provides a consistent 
approach to modular 
construction projects, 
which can result in 
smoother and faster 
inspections, approvals, 
and shorter project 
completion times.

Quality assurance
CSA A277-16 specifies a 
procedure for certifying 
manufacturers and their 
products following a 
plant specific factory 
quality system and 
program.

Regulatory uptake/
understanding
CSA Z252 will help 
regulators understand 
what can be expected at 
each stage of the building
permit review, off-site and 
on-site inspections, and 
approvals.

Online training
The 2-hour online course 
for building inspectors 
and other stakeholders 
will outline the approval 
process and the 
differences between 
modular and traditional 
construction. 

Coming soon

CSA Standards 
for modular 
construction

• �CSA A277-16, 
Procedure for 
certification of 
prefabricated 
buildings, modules, 
and panels

• �CSA Z250:21, 
Process for delivery of 
volumetric modular 
buildings

• �CSA Z252, Volumetric 
modular construction 
– Guide to compliance 
and approval processes
(in development)

CSA/W204:2019 FLOOD RESILIENT DESIGN OF NEW RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITIES

Provides a checklist  
for approvals
to planning committees 
and subdivision authorities 
to ensure communities 
are built to tested, expert 
requirements for flood 
mitigation.

Helps provide  
confidence to  
the public
because of the technical 
committee of experts and  
well established CSA Group 
process that was used to 
develop it.

Provides certainty  
of expectations
to builders and developers 
thus lessening staff time in 
the application process and 
speeding up approvals time.

Provides comfort
to municipalities that don’t 
have the resources to fully 
investigate flood mitigation 
measures for their future 
developments.

Refers to a trusted, independent, Canadian organization 
that creates standards using the consensus of expert members through 
a transparent process involving public feedback, reviewed every five 
years or less.

Provides consistency
from one municipality to another 
within a region and a competitive 
advantage for development within  
a province.

Assists communities
by mitigating future flooding.

Aligns with a 
municipality’s  
climate change plan
for use in grant applications.

Avoids costs
and make resources stretch 
further by not having to  
create unique compliance  
and approvals tools.

Demonstrates  
flood mitigation  
policy objectives
are being proactively  
addressed in a  
measurable way.

Adoption of CSA/W204:2019 into bylaws, policies, approvals and 
processes may help in the following ways:

Who will benefit 
from this Standard?

•  Local & regional 
governments

•  Developers

•  Consultants

•  Home Builders

•  Mortgage Lenders

•  Real Estate Brokers

•  Insurers

•  Building Inspectors

•  Water Utilities

CONTACT US
Put CSA Group’s industry-leading knowledge and experience to work for you.
     1 800 463 6727  | sales@csagroup.org | store.csagroup.org
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Who will benefit 
from these 
standards?

•  �Architects, developers

•  �Municipal planners

•  �Authorities having 
jurisdiction

•  �Manufacturers

• Builders

• �Third-party 
inspection agencies
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For more information visit csagroup.org/StandardsForModular or contact the Construction and 
Infrastructure team at construction@csagroup.org
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